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14 High-Level Terror-
ists Processed Into 
Guantanamo Bay 

By Kathleen T. Rhem 
American Forces Press Service 
 
WASHINGTON, Sept. 7, 2006 � Four-
teen men believed to be high-level ter-
rorist leaders arrived in recent days at 
U.S. Naval Base Guantanamo Bay, 
Cuba, and were transferred to Defense 
Department custody without incident, 
the commander of the U.S. military de-
tention facility there said today. 
President Bush announced yesterday that 
the 14 men -- including individuals be-
lieved to be behind the Sept. 11, 2001, 
attacks and the bombings of the USS 
Cole in Yemen and two U.S. embassies 
in Africa -- had been moved to Guan-
tanamo Bay and would stand trial by 
military commissions.  
�They arrived safely, and all appeared to 
be in good condition,� Navy Rear Adm. 
Harry B. Harris, commander of the joint 
task force that runs the detention facility, 
said.  
Harris briefed reporters in the Pentagon 
over the telephone. He said he personally 
verified the identification of the 14 indi-
viduals and assumed control of them on 
behalf of the Defense Department.  
Once the men arrived on the island base, 

they were moved across the bay by 
ferry. Guantanamo Bay�s airfield is 
on the western side of the bay, while 
the confinement facility is on the 
opposite side.  
At the detention facility, they began 
�the standard in-processing proce-
dure,� Harris said. �The transfer 
went very well, from my perspective 
-- a textbook operation, I believe.�  
The 14 suspected senior terrorists 
underwent medical and dental ex-
aminations and are receiving basic 
items standard to all Guantanamo 
Bay detainees. Officials have said in 
the past that basic items include a 
�finger toothbrush" -- short and 
stubby so it can't be used as a 
weapon -- toothpaste, soap, sham-
poo, plastic flip flops, and cotton 
underwear, shorts, pants and a shirt.  
Harris said the individuals will re-
ceive culturally sensitive meals, 
Korans in their native languages, 
access to other reading material, and 
the right to send and receive mail. 
The International Committee of the 
Red Cross will have access to the 
men, as it does to all Guantanamo 
detainees, he added.  
Harris declined to say when the men 
arrived at the base or give further 
details about their detention. �For 
security and operational reasons, I 
cannot provide any additional de-
tails on their housing arrange-
ments,� he said.  
The admiral stressed that these are 
dangerous men, captured in the war 
on terrorism. �This (Joint Task 
Force) � exists to ensure that ex-

tremely dangerous individuals, such as 
these men, are unable to engage in 
their efforts to plan or conduct terrorist 
attacks,� he said.  
Harris also praised the men and 
women assigned to Joint Task Force 
Guantanamo. �I am confident in the 
men and women at Guantanamo, and I 
am proud to be their commander. 
They, and their families that support 
them in our mission here, serve our 
nation proudly and with honor,� he 
said. �I could not ask any more of 
them.�  

SEE PAGE 6, TERRORISTS 
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 DISABILITY PENSION  

I. Basic Requirements 
 A. Wartime Service* 
  1. 90 days of continuous active duty service 
  2. At least one day of the 90 must have been during an official war period 
  3. 90 days can be combined (if veteran had multiple enlistments) 
  * After August 2, 1990 minimum active service is 24 months (not 90 days) 
 B. Income/Net Worth within specified limits 
  1. 38 USC 1521 
  2. Adjusted periodically 
  3. Out of pocket medical expenses can be used to reduce countable income 
  4. Spouse/Dependent income may be considered 
 C. Permanent disability sufficient to preclude substantially gainful employment 
  1. 65yrs old or older; presumed to be totally disabled by VA 
  2. Under 65 & found permanently & totally disabled by Social Security 
  3. Patient in nursing home for long term care 
  4. 38 CFR 4.17 (a) 

Disability Pension is an income supplement program for low-income disabled veterans & their families.. 

II. Increased Rates for Pension 
 A. Housebound  
  1. Claimant is restricted to the home because of  
      disabilities 
 B. Aid & Attendance 
  1. Claimant requires the assistance of another person 
      to perform daily living activities 
     a. Example (s)- bathing, cooking, dressing 
  2. Blind  
   A. 5/200 in both eyes; or worse 
   B. concentric contraction of  5% or less  
        bilaterally  
 D. Regulations  
  1. 38 CFR 4.16 
  2. 38 CFR 3.351      
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE             CONTACT: 
September 10, 2006                       Mamie Yong Maywhort 
                 Telephone:  (949) 248-9468 
 mamie@homefrontamerica.org 
    
                                                                                                        

CLIMB ABOARD THE SNOWBALL EXPRESS 
NEXT STOP�DISNEYLAND, CA 

      
San Juan Capistrano, CA � Homefront America, Inc., proudly announces it has teamed up with The Snow-
ball Express, an organization who has been providing extraordinary and memorable holiday experiences � in 
ways one cannot begin to imagine - to children who have lost a parent or loved one since 1998. 
This December, The Snowball Express, a joint project between the M. Scott Kerr Foundation and the Rotary Club of Costa Mesa, 
California will once again take flight with Michael Kerr, resident of Orange County and founder of The Snowball Express at the 
cockpit.   
The Snowball Express will provide a holiday experience for every child who has lost a parent while serving in our military forces 
during the Afghanistan and Iraq conflict.  The project will sponsor each child and his/her surviving parent or guardian from through-
out the country to Orange County for a three day magical holiday party extravaganza and trip to Disneyland. 
The project does not receive any public funds.  It is made possible strictly through the generosity of private 
businesses and organizations.  The following is a partial listing of these sponsors. 

Southwest Airlines � Transportation for the children and their parent/guardian.   
Disneyland � Admission to the �Happiest Place on Earth.� 
Oakley � Hosting the event at their facility in Foothill Ranch; and the South Orange County Commu-

nity College District has offered the use of their 30,000 s.f. hanger at the old Tustin Air Station for 
any overflow. 

Dave and Buster�s at the Block in Orange � Hosting one of the event�s breakfasts. 
Quicksilver - Providing each child with a backpack filled with goodies. 

 
So�How Can You Help? 

Help us to spread the word to qualifying families, Family Readiness Group Coordinators and other 
Military Outreach Ministries, Base Chaplains, Church groups, your local civic and media organiza-
tions. 

Help take a local family to and from the airport, feed their pet(s), and watch their home in their ab-
sence. 

 
Host an out of town family by welcoming them into your home 
Donate your frequent flyer or frequent stay coupons to an out of town family 
Donate a NEW unwrapped gift to these deserving children 
If you have a talent or know of a celebrity or entertainer that would like to bring some laughter and joy 

to these children, please by all means, let us know. 
For other ways to help, or more information regarding The Snowball Express, please visit the organiza-

tion�s website at www.snowballexpress.org or contact Michael Kerr at 949-633-0459. 
 
�We are truly humbled and honored to be a part of this extraordinary event.�  Said Arthur R. Hasselbrink, 
President and CEO of Homefront America.  �Mike refers to himself as just some ordinary guy with a million 
flaws.�  �Somehow, the word ordinary just does not enter into my head when speaking of Mike Kerr.� 
 
Homefront America is a sister organization of The Snowball Express dedicated to serving our Troops by sup-
porting their families at the Homefront in their time of need.  For additional information, you may visit the or-
ganization�s website at www.homefrontamerica.org. 
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U.S. Army sol-
diers of 1st 
Battalion, 67th 
Armored Regi-
ment, provide 
security for 
Iraqi army sol-
diers from the 
8th Iraqi Army 
Division during 
house searches 
in Diwaniwah, 
Iraq, on Sept. 
16, 2006.   
DoD photo by 
Petty Officer 
2nd Class San-
dra M. 

U.S. Army 
Staff Sgt. Cody 
Stowe stops to 
visually scan 
the immediate 
area during a 
cordon and 
search mission 
in Ur, Iraq, on 
Sept. 14, 2006. 
Stowe is as-
signed to Bravo 
Company, 1st 
Battalion, 17th 
Infantry Regi-
ment, 172nd 
Stryker Brigade 
Combat Team.   
DoD photo by 
Petty Officer 
2nd Class Eli J. 
Medellin, U.S. 
Navy. 
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REMEMBER THE ALAMO - MAINE - 9/11 - ETC. 
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Soldiers of the 3rd U.S. Infantry carry the casket of formerly 
missing U.S. Army Pvt. Francis Lupo in Arlington National 
Cemetery Sept. 26. Lupo was killed in World War I in 1918 in 
France. Photo by William D. Moss 

A member of the 3rd U.S. Infantry presents Rachael Kleis-
inger a folded U.S. flag during the funeral of her uncle, for-
merly missing U.S. Army Pvt. Francis Lupo. Lupo was 
killed in France in 1918 during World War I. His remains 
were found in France in 2003 and recently identified by U.S. 
military experts. He was buried in Arlington National Ceme-
tery on Sept. 26. Photo by William D. Moss 

A U.S. Army chaplain reads a prayer during the funeral of 
formerly missing U.S. Army Pvt. Francis Lupo in Arlington 
National Cemetery Sept. 26. Lupo was killed in World War I 
in 1918 in France. Photo by William D. Moss 

Soldiers of the 3rd U.S. Infantry fold the flag draped 
over the casket of formerly missing U.S. Army Pvt. 
Francis Lupo in Arlington National Cemetery Sept. 26. 
Lupo was killed in World War I in 1918 in France. 
Photo by William D. Moss 

French mili-
tary officials 
greet Rachel 
Kleisinger, 
the only 
known living 
family mem-
ber of for-
merly missing 
U.S. Army 
Pvt. Francis 
Lupo, who 
died in 1918 
in France. 
Lupo�s re-
mains were 
found in 
France in 
2003 and 
recently iden-
tified by U.S. 
military ex-
perts. He was 
buried in Ar-
lington Na-
tional Ceme-
tery on Sept. 
26. Photo by 
William D. 
Moss 
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News You Can Use 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

IMPORTANT PHONE NUMBERS 
   

       VA Regional Office, Oakland                                    
1-800-827-1000 

           VA Life Insurance Center                                     
1-800-669-8477 

            VA Medical Center Toll Free (Fresno)                          
1-888-826-2838  

            Cal-Vet Home Loan Information, (Fresno)                       
559-440-5132 

           Patient Advocate (Fresno VA)**                                
Ext. 6970  

           Telephone Advice Nurse (Fresno VA)**                         
Ext. 6933 

            Outpatient Clinic � Merced/Atwater (Castle)                    
209-381-0105 

           Service Representative: (DAV, Fresno VA)**                     
Ext. 5642 

           Service Representative: (VFW, Fresno VA)**                     
Ext. 5647 

            Service Representative: (AMVETS, Fresno VA)**                  
Ext. 5816 

           Service Representative: (American Legion, 
Fresno VA)**       Ext. 5648 

**Fresno VA Pharmacy, (to order14 days before 
you run out call by touch tone phone)** 

559-225-6100 Ext.5333 
CVSO Madera County (pager) D. Blessing                    

559-661-6895  
Fresno Vet Center (Fresno)                                         

559-487-5660 
Transportation to VA Medical appointments                      

** Call VA Fresno toll free number first                           
1-888-826-2838 ext. 6424 

News You Can Use 


